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PRESS RELEASE 

Lawrie Shabibi presents Full Metal Jacket 

a solo exhibition by young Iranian artist 
Shahpour Pouyan  18 April, 2011 to 8 June, 2011
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Lawrie Shabibi is pleased to present Full Metal Jacket, a solo exhibition of young Iranian artist Shahpour Pouyan, curated by Ali Bakhtiari. This reflects Lawrie Shabibi’s commitment to nurturing and promoting young regional talent. Pouyan is one of the most exciting new artists at work in Iran, his works typically merging lyrical Persian motifs with a contemporary commentary about domination and possession through the force of culture.

In this exhibition, Pouyan will present five new major installation works. Pouyan has worked closely with traditional armourers and metal-smiths to produce these, taking intricately decorated armour and antique-style military helmets and morphing them into modern day rocket.  The component parts of each rocket are made from the same costume armour that is worn by actors in the “Taziyeh”(passion play) which is performed to this day during the month of Muharram and commemorates the martyrdom of Imam Hussein. Worked from metal and chain, Pouyan’s rockets are meticulously adorned with traditional calligraphy, inlaid in gold and silver, whilst the fins are emblazoned with figurative etchings of birds and flowers, all of which recall classical eastern ornament.  Pouyan’s use of helmets and chainmail, normally worn by soldiers or actors, gives his rockets an unsettling human-like appearance.  These suspended monuments are strong symbols of dominance and power, yet at the same time are light, refined and have an air of luxury.
Complementing these works will be paintings from two related series of paintings by Pouyan, his Hooves and his Towers. In both series Pouyan juxtaposes an aggressive dominant form with intricately worked decoration reminiscent of Persian miniature painting and in so doing continues to explore notions of power, wealth and beauty. The hooves are suggestive of the Golden Bull, the most sacred of beasts for ancient cultures of Sumer, Babylon, Iran and also in Hinduism, whilst the towers are reminiscent of minarets and medieval Persian tomb towers. Through their attenuated forms, they also allude to the traditional Persian symbols of male strength and potency. 
Shahpour Pouyan was born in 1979 in Isfahan, Iran and currently resides and works in Tehran, Iran. He has a Masters in Fine Art (Painting) from Tehran University of Art and a Bachelor of Fine Art (Painting) from the University of Science and Culture.  Pouyan is the recipient of the Tehran Contemporary Museum of Art's grant of residence at International Cite Des Artes, Paris, France and has exhibited in various solo  and group exhibitions in Tehran, Dubai, Paris, New York, Beirut, Canada and Serbia.

Further information on Lawrie Shabibi can be found at www.lawrieshabibi.com.
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Opening Hours:  10am to 6pm Sunday to Thursday. Saturdays by appointment only.

For media enquiries please contact 
Asmaa Al-Shabibi asmaa@lawrieshabibi.com +971504670272 or

William Lawrie William@lawrieshabibi.com +971509465125
Lawrie Shabibi is an exciting new contemporary gallery located in Dubai’s Al-Quoz industrial district focusing on both established and emerging contemporary artists from the Arab world, Iran, North Africa, South Asia and Turkey.  Founded in 2010 by William Lawrie (former director of contemporary art at Christie’s) and Asmaa Al-Shabibi (former managing director of Art Dubai), the gallery engages the public with art that imparts a cultural and political discourse together with a powerful aesthetic.
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